
 
 

 ܩܕܝܫܘܬܗ ܕ ܫܪܒܐ ܕܚ̈ܝܐ
 ܐܘܠܝܩܐ ܦܛܪܝܪܟܩ݂ܬ  ܡܪܝ ܓܝܘܪܓܝܣ ܬܠܝܬܝܐ
 

ܡܢܚܐ ܕܢܝܐܝܠ ܨܠܼܝܼܒܐ ܘܡܢܚ� ܡܪܝܡ : ܼܡ  ܒܼܒܗܘܗ 1941 ܫَܢ�ܝܠܼܝܕܐ ܒܦܝܫܠܗ 
ܦܘܪܩܐ ܝܠܗ ܪܗܛܐ ܕܝܘܠܦܢܐ ܕܒܝܬ . ܥܪܒܩܕ ܓܘ ܡܕܝَܢ� ܕܗܒܢܝܐ ܒܐܬܪܐ ܨܠܝܼܒܐ

 . ܒܡܕܝَܢ� ܕܒܼܓܕܕ 1964ܒܫَܢ� ܒܢܓܠܣܢܝܐ ܓܘ ܦܥܘܐ ܕܠܫܢܐ ܐ ܨܘܒ̈ 
 

ܗܘܝܐ ܝܠܗ ܡܚܒܛܢܐ ܠܦܘܠܚܢܐ ܓܘ ܚܩ� ܥܕܬܢܝܐ ܟܕ ܒܩܢܝܐ  ܙܥܘܪܘܬܗܐ ܼܡ  ܘܗ
ܐ ܩܕܼܝ̈ܫܐ ܘܠܫܢܐ ܣܦܪܝܐܠܝܘܠܦܢܐ ܘܠܕܪܫܐ  ܒܝܕ ܡܠܦ̈ܢܐ ܦ�ܝܫܐ ܘܡܗܼܝ�ܐ ܼܡ   ܕܟܬܼܒ̈

 :ܘܒܗܐ ܡܥܼܒܕ� ܒܝܕ ܡܕܒܪܢܘܬܐ ܒܠܗܝ� ܘܓܘ ܬܦܩܬܗ �ܬܪܐ ܕܒܡܝܪܟܐ. ܒ̈ܢܝ ܥܕܬܐ
 ܗܕܼܟܐ. ܐ ܓܘ ܥܕܬܐܕܚܣܝܐ ܕܒܠܗܐ ܡܪܝ ܕܢܚܐ ܪܼܒܝܥܝܐ ܩܪܒܠܗ ܕܡܗܕܪܗ ܠܫܩ� ܕܪܓ݂ 

ܣܪܓܝܣ ܓܘ ܥܘܡܪܐ ܕܡܪܝ  1980ܒܢܝܣ   13ܠܗ ܣܼܝܡܐ ܠܕܪܼܓܐ ܕܡܫܡܫܢܘܬܐ ܐ ܝܦܝܫ
 1980ܒܚܙܝܪܢ  8ܦܝܫܠܗ ܡܘܪܡܐ ܠܕܪܼܓܐ ܕܩܫܝܫܘܬܐ  ܘܡ  ܒَܬܪ ܗܕܐ. ܣܗܕܐ ܒܫܝܟܓܘ

 .ܒܫܡܐ ܕܩܫܝܫܐ ܦܘܠܘܣ ܒܥܘܡܪܐ ܡܘܕܼܟܪܐ
 

ܘܼܡ  ܒܬܪ ܚܕ ܡܬܚܐ ܙܼܒܢܐ ܟܕ ܒܝܬܗܘܐ ܣܢܼܝܩܘܬܐ ܪܒ� ܠܚܕ ܥܠܠܢܐ ܕܫܩܠܗܘܐ 
ܪܢܘܬܐ ܕܥܪܒܩ ܠܡܠܝܐ ܠܟܘܪܣܝܐ ܕܥܼܝܠܡ ܕܢܼܝܚ ܢ̮ܦܫܐ ܡܪܝ ܝܘܣܦ ܠܡܕܒ

ܨܼܒܝܢܐ ܒܠܗܝܐ ܗܘܐ ܝܠܗ ܕܦܐܫ ܡܓܘܒܝܐ ܩܫܼܝܫܐ ܦܘܠܘܣ ܘܫܩܠ  :ܚܢܢܼܝܫܿܘܥ
ܼܝܕܐ ܕܚܣܝܐ ܕܒܠܗܐ ܒܣܝܡ 1981ܒܚܙܝܪܢ  7ܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܐ ܕܥܪܒܩ ܝܠܕܪܼܓܐ ܡܥܠܝܐ ܕܡ

ܡܪܝ ܒܦܪܝܡ ܚܣܝܘܬܗ ܘܒܡܥܕܪܢܘܬܐ ܕ ܪܼܒܝܥܝܐ ܩܼܬܘܠܝܩܐ ܦܛܪܝܪܟܐ ܡܪܝ ܕܢܚܐ
ܕܡܪܝ ܓܝܘܪܓܝܣ ܣܗܕܐ ܟܗ̈ܢܐ ܓܘ ܥܘܡܪܐ ܟܢܫܐ ܓܘܪܐ ܕܚܕ ܘܒܗܕܝܪܘܬܐ ܕܼܟܡܝܣ 

  . ܓܘ ܡܕܝَܢ� ܕܫܝܟܓܘ
 

، 2015ܒܐܕܪ  26؛ ܝ ܕܢܚܐ ܪܼܒܝܥܝܐ ܩܼܬܘܠܝܩܐ ܦܛܪܝܪܟܐܒَܬܪ ܫܢܝ� ܕܚܣܝܐ ܕܒܠܗܐ ܡܪ
ܕܥܢܟܼܒܐ ܟܢܘܫܝܐ ܕܥܠܠ̈ܢܐ ̰ܓܡܥܠܗ ܓܘ ܥܕܬܐ ܕܡܪܝ ܝܘܚܢ  ܡܥܡܕܢܐ ܒܡܕܝَܢ� 

 18ܒܝܘܡܐ ܕܥܪܘܼܒ�، . 2015ܒܝܪܚܐ ܕܒܝܠܘܠ  18ܗܠ  16ܒܥܪܒܩ؛ ̣ܡ   ܒܐܪܒܝܠ
ܬܗ ܡܪܝ ܓܝܘܪܓܝܣ ܨܠܝܼܒܐ ܦܝܫܠܗ ܡܓܘܒܝܐ ܠܕܪܼܓܐ ܡܥܠܝܐ ܒܐܝܠܘܠ، ܛܘܼܒܬܢܘ

ܒܫܡܐ ܕܡܪܝ  ܕܩܼܬܘܠܝܩܐ ܦܛܪܝܪܟܐ ܥܠ ܟܘܪܣܝܐ ܫܠܝܚܝܐ ܕܣܠܝܩ ܘܩܛܝܣܦܘܢ
ܓܘ ܥܕܬܐ ܡܘܕܼܟܪܬܐ،  2015ܒܐܝܠܘܠ  27ܣܝܡܝܕܐ ܫܩܠܗ ܫܘܦܐ . ܓܝܘܪܓܝܣ ܬܠܝܬܝܐ

ܒܦܪܝܡ ܡܘܟ   ܛܘܼܒܬܢܘܬܗ ܡܪܝܒܗܕܼܝܪܘܬܐ ܕܬܪܝ  ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝ̈ܛܐ ܒܣܝܡܝܕܐ 
ܙܥܝܐ ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܐ ܬܢܘܬܗ ܡܪܝ ܡܝܠܝܣ ܘܛܘܒܼ ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܐ ܕܗܢܕܘ 



 
 

ܗ̈ܕܡܐ ܕܟܢܘܫܝܐ  ܠܝ�ܟܕ ܘܒܫܘܬܦܘܬܐ ܥܠܠ̈ܢܐܕܒܘܣܬܪܝܠܝܐ ܘܢܝܘܙܼܝܠܢܕ ܘܠܼܒܢ  
  .ܣܘܢܗܕܼܝܩܝܐ

ܒܕܪܼܓܐ  ܬܠܝܬܝܐ ܓܝܣܼܡ  ܦܘܠܚ̈ܢܐ ܡܘܬܪܢܐ ܕܩܕܼܝܫܘܬܗ ܡܪܝ ܓܝܘܪ
 :ܠܡܕܼܟܘܪܐ ܠܚܕܟܡܐ ܢܘܩ̈ܙܐ ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܝܐ ܵܘ� ܝܠܗ݁ 

  
 ܢܝ� ܓܘ ܒܼܓܕܕ ܕܡܢܘܗ݁ ܗ ܠܡܕܪܫ� ܟܗܒܛܢܢܐ ܘܟܫܝܪܘܬܐ ܫܬܒܘܣܐ ܝܠ. ܒ

ܘܚَܕ ܣܗܡܐ .  ܒܟ� ܬܼܒܝܠܦܠܛܠَܗܘܢ ܪܒܐ ܟܗ̈ܢܐ ܘܡܫܡܫ̈ܢܐ ܩܐ ܡ�ܥܝ� ܦ�ܝܫܐ 
ܦܪܝܫܐ ܒܐܬܪܘܬܐ ܕܡܥܪܼܒܐ  ܥܕܬܢ̈ܝܐ ܓܘ ܒܝܬ ܨܘ̈ܒܐ ܡܢܝ� ܡܘܙܝܕܠܗܘܢ ܠܝܘܠܦܢܝ�

 .Ph.D: ܐ ܕܕܬܒܘܠܘܼܓܝܘܩܢܐ ܠܗܘܢ ܠܕܪܼܓܐ ܥܠܝܐ 

 
ܠܢܝܐ ܩܐ ܝܪܬܘܬܐ ܠܗ ܚܘܒܐ ܕܝܼ ܬ ܒܝ: ܒܝܼܟ ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܐܒܦ ܵܘܹ� ܠܡܕܼܟܘܪܐ . ܒ

 : ܘܝܘܠܦܢܐ ܡܪܕܘܬܢܝ�
ܐ ܠܣܢܝܩܘܬܐ ܪܒ� ܕܒܼܝܬ ܗܘܐ ܝ ܟܕ ܒܚܙܝܐ • ܐ ܘܛܼܟ̈ܣܐ ܥܕܬܢܝ̈ ܕܝܘܠܦܢܐ ܟܬܼܒ̈

ܐ ܛܼܟܣܕ ܒܝܟܐ :ܕܕܕܥܕܬܢ ܓܘ ܒܓܼ ܡܛܼܒܥ� ܠܡܚܘܕܬܠܗ ܗܕܼܟܐ  ̈ܝܐ ܪܒܐ ܟܬܼܒ̈
 .ܟܝܐ ܦ�ܝܫܐ ܕܥܕܬܢ ܒܬܼܒܝܠܘܦ�ܛܼܒܼܝ̈ܥܐ ܘܫܘܕܪܐ ܩܐ ܗܫܐ ܝܢܐ ܦܝ݂ 

ܕܩܠܝ� ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܝ� ܒܝܟܐ ܫܘܬܒܣܠܗ ܒܝܬ ܒܪܟܐ ܪܒ� ܓܘ ܒܢܝܢܐ   •
ܐܕܕܒܚܼܒܫܐ ܝܠܿܗ ܒܠܦ̈ܐ  ܒܦ ܒܚܼܒܫܐ  .ܬܠ� ܠܫ̈ܢܐܒܐ ܦܪܼܝܫܐ ܘܒܓܘ ܡܠܘ̈  ܟܬܼܒ̈

 .)manuscripts(ܐ ܡܣ�ܛܐ ܡܐ̈ ܒ
ܓܘ ܡܕܝܢ�  ܘܪܗܕܼܝܠܢܝ� ܒܫܡܐ ܡܕܪܫ� ܕܒ ܫܘܬܒܣܠܗ ܡܕܪܫ� ܫܪܘܝ� •

  .2009ܕܒܼܓܕܕ ܒܫَܢ� 
 

ܝܠܗ ܒܐܙ� : �ܢܗܝܪܠܿܗ ܕܪܘܣܝܐ ܗܘܒܝܟܢܝܘܬܐ ܦܘܠܝܛܝܩܝ�  ܟܕ: 1994ܒܫَܢ� . ܓ
ܫܘܕܪܗ : ܘܥܠ ܕܒܗܐ ܢܼܝܫܐ. ܡ�ܥܝ� ܕܥܕܬܢ ܒܿܗܘ ܒܬܪܐܘܣܠܗ ܫܬܒܘܪܘܣܝܐ ܬܪܐ ܕ�

ܐ ܡܕܝ̈ܢ� َܒܚ�ܢܐ ܕܓܘܝ� ܒܚܝܐ َܝܢ ܓܘ ܡܘܣܟܘ ܥܡ ̈ܝ�ܥܕܬܢ ܩܐ ܬܫܡܫ�̈  ܟܗ̈ܢܐ
ܡܝܐ ܒܫܡܐ ܘܡܪܐ ܩܕَ ܥ ܦܝܫܠܗ ܒܢܝܐ 1998ܒܫَܢ� : ܕܡܪܝܐ ܒܪܚܡܐ  .ܒܢ̈ܝ ܥܕܬܢ

ܘܥܘܡ�ܢܐ َܒܚ�ܢܐ  ܘ ܡܕܝَܢ� ܕܡܘܣܟܘܓ :ܕܥܘܡܪܐ ܕܡܪܬܝ ܡܪܝܡ ܒܬܘܠ� ܩܕܝܫ�
 .ܒܪܘܣܝܐ ܦܪܝܫܐܓܘ ܡܕܝܢ̈� 

 
ܠܗ ܥܼܒܼܝܕ: ܠܥܕܬܢ ܓܘ ܥܪܒܩ ܡܕܒܘܪܐ ܗܘܐ: ܘ ܒܕܪܼܓܐ ܡܝܛܪܦܘܠܝܛܝܐܟܕ ܗ݁ . ܕ

ܗܪ ܒ݁ܗ ܥܕܢܐ  .ܣ� ܕܥܕܬܢܚ� ܘܓܪܘܠܢܝܫܐ ܕܡܪܘ ܐ �ܬܪܐ ܕܨܝ ܚܙܘܩ̈ܝܐ ܪܘܫܡܝ



 
 

ܘܩ̈ܝܐ ܒܐ̈ܢܐ ܚܙ .ܥܼܒܝܕܐ ܝܠܗ ܚܙܘܩ̈ܝܐ ܠܦܢܝ̈� ܬܫܥܝܬܢܝ̈� ܕܡܪܕܝ  ܘܗܟܪܝܼ 
 .ܕܡܫܝܚܝܘܬܐ ܐ ܩَܕܡ̈ܝܐܼܡ  ܕܪܘܕܝ�ܐ ܕܥܕܬܢ ܕܦܝܫܐ ܝܢܐ ܫܘܬܒܣܐ ܥܬ̈ܩܐ ܬܦܩܠܗ ܒ

 
 ܓܘ ܓܘ ܪܥܝܢܐ ܕܩܕܝܫܘܬܗ ܒܝܢܐ ܒܗܘܠ�̈ ܠ̈ܝܐ ܒܝܬ ܪܒܐ ܬܪܡܝ� ܘܢܩ̈ܫܐ ܥܠ. ܗ

ܒܝܢܐ . ܕܼܝܠܢܐܼܝܬ � ܗܘܐ ܠܗܘܢ ܡܥܕܪܢܐܥܪܒܩ ܕ ܒܬܪܐܘ: ܡܨܥܝܐ ܟܠܢܐܝܬ ܡܕܢܚܐ
ܫ̈ܢܐ  ܟܗ̈ܢܐ ܘܡܫܡܚܣ̈ܝܐ ܘܕܟܠܝ�ܕܥܠܠ̈ܢܐ  ܝܨܼܝܦܘܬܐܘܒ ܐ ܢܩ̈ܫܐܒܠܗܝܐ ܒܢ̈  ܒܣܘܝܥܐ

ܕܩܕܝܫܘܬܗ ܡܪܝ ܠܝܢܐ ܫܬܐ ܦܘܠܚܢܐ � ܡܥܕܬܢ ܘܒܘܡܬܢ ܚܒܝܒܼ̈ ܕܒܢ̈ܝ  ܒܣܢܕܬܐܘ
 .ܒܨܼܒܝܢܐ ܒܠܗܝܐ ܒܕܥܬܼܝܕܡܓܘܫܡܢܐ  ܝܼ ܫܦܝ ܒܕܬܠܼܝܬܝܐ ܓܝܘܪܓܝܣ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

BIOGRAPHY OF HIS HOLINESS MAR GEWARGIS III 
CATHOLICOS-PATRIARCH OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST 

 
 
 

 His Holiness was born Warda Daniel Sliwa, in Habbaniyah, Iraq 1941, from his parents 
the late Daniel Sliwa and Mariam Sliwa. He matriculated from the School of Education at 
Baghdad in 1964. Then, he taught English in various cities in Iraq for 13 years.  
 While visiting the US was called by the late His Holiness Mar Dinkha to serve the 
Church in the ordained ministry. After training in the rites and theology of the Church, he was 
ordained to the diaconate on April 13, 1980 and was ordained to the priesthood on June 8, 1980. 
After serving as a priest worthily and continuing his training in the Church, Rev. Polos was 
nominated the late patriarch and the hierarchy to assume the exalted rank of metropolitan for 
Baghdad and all Iraq, filling the vacant metropolitan see of Elam, thus succeeding the late 
Metropolitan Mar Yosip Khnanisho, of blessed memory.  Thus, on Pentecost Sunday, June 7, 
1981, Rev. Polos was consecrated by the late His Holiness Mar Dinkha IV with the assistance of 
His Grace Mar Aprim Khamis in the cathedral church of St. George, Chicago. The new 
metropolitan was given the name ‘Mar Gewargis.’ 
 After the falling asleep in the Lord of the late Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV on March 26, 
2015, the Council of Hierarchs met in synod in the church of St. John the Baptist in Ankawa, 
Erbil (Kurdistan Regional Government) Iraq between September 16 and 18, 2015. On Friday, 
September 18, the hierarchs elected His Beatitude Mar Gewargis Sliwa as the 121st Catholicos-
Patriarch of the holy see of Seleucia-Ctesiphon. He was solemnly consecrated and enthroned at 
the same church of St. John on Sunday, September 27, 2015, by two metropolitans Their 
Beatitudes Mar Aprem Mooken and Mar Meelis Zaia, with the right hand of fellowship of all 
the hierarchs of the Assyrian Church of the East. 
 During the course of His Holiness’ ministry in the Church as a metropolitan, he has been 
able to establish the archdiocesan minor seminary in Baghdad, which produced numerous 
priests and deacons to serve the Church in Iraq. Some of the students were sent abroad in 
Europe for doctoral theological studies, and it was expected that they returned and served the 
Church in Iraq and contribute to the formation of a proper seminary for the Church. 
 His Holiness as metropolitan established the library of the metropolitan’s residence, 
which now houses hundreds of ancient manuscripts. While in Baghdad, he established the 
metropolitan’s press and was successful in printing a number of liturgical books and other 
volumes of a catechetical nature for the needs of the Church across the globe. In 2009, he 
established the Urhai (Edessa) private elementary school in Baghdad.  
 In 1994, after the fall of the USSR, His Holiness began a mission to the Assyrians in the 
Russian Federation, establishing a number of mission parishes. In that year a permanent priest 
was assigned for the newly established parish of St. Mary in Moscow, Russian Federation. The 



 
 

newly build and beautiful church in honor of St. Mary was consecrated. From this point on, the 
number of priests and deacons to serve the growing community of the Assyrian Church of the 
East in Russia was increased. 
 While metropolitan of Iraq, His Holiness has governed the Church in Iraq with great 
dedication and tireless efforts wherever needed. He travelled to China in 1998 and made 
contacts there with the Christian Churches. He also made historic visits to the regions of Mardin 
and Hakkari, while visiting the ancient relics of the Assyrian Church in that country dating 
back to the early centuries of Christianity. 
 His Holiness has been active in ecumenical forums and fraternal exchange between the 
Assyrian Church of the East and other Churches and ecclesial organizations. Most notably, he 
has been active with the Middle East Council of Churches and the Council of the Heads of the 
Churches in Baghdad.  
 As His Holiness embarks upon his sublime archpastoral ministry as the head of the 
Assyrian Church of the East worldwide, the faithful take hope and consolation in a dedicated 
and unfailing pastor who care for his flock. May his sublime ministry as the supreme head of 
the Church be fruitful and give hope to the flock of Christ, purchased by His Precious blood. 
  

 
 
 
 
   


